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I Permission needed - an aerial photograph shows the £5,000 log cabin at Dale Farm, which was funded by a Government grant 
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They said cabin was too 
small to need permission 


By JON AUSTIN 

Political reporter 
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A RACIAL equality boss has 
defended using £12,000 to devel- 
op a conun unity centre without 
permission on an illegal trav 
eller site. 

Clive Mardner, who leads the 
Essex Racial Equality Council, 
said he was told by the firm which 
sold him the £5,000 structure being 
used at Dale Farm. Crays Hill, per 
mission was not needed. 

The cabin is on a plot occupied 
by site spokesman Richard 
Sheridan. 

BDP Log Cabins, at Alpha 
Garden Centre, Wickford. disputes 
this and Basildon Council leader 
Malcolm Buckley dismissed the 
explanation as "farcical". 

Yesterday, the Echo revealed the 
equality council had obtained the 
Gorvemment grant through Essex 
County Council, to build a log 
cabin community centre with six 
computers at Dale Farm 

County Hall has launched a joint 
probe with Basildon Council into 
why the cash was released with no 
planning permission 

Kevin Blake. Basildon Council 
cabinet member for community 



We were told 
that planning 
permission 
wouldn’t be required 


Clive Mardner, 
Essex Racial 
Equality Council 


services, said: "lam disgusted that 
the county council could provide 
funds for an illegal development." 

But Lord Hanmngfield, county 
council leader, is also angry He 
said: “No county councillors were 
aware, because it was Government 
money being released. I will put 
procedures in place to ensure coun- 
cillors are made aware of any 


future applications and we will try 
to undo the current situation." 

Mr Mardner. a Labour council- 
lor on London's Greenwich Coun- 
cil, is helping travellers fight evic 
tion and secured the funding for 
the centre. He now admits neither 
the equality council nor travellers 
asked Basildon Council whether 
permission was needed. 

But he added: "At the time of 
pricing, we were present and were 
advised by BDP that planning per- 
mission would not be required due 
to its small size. They stated that 
they had provided similar struc- 
tures to nurseries, which also did 
not require planning permission. 

"As specialists, we relied on this 
information. We are pleased to be 
associated with and be sponsors of 
the project" 

He said Basildon Council was 
aware of the funding application. 

Mr Buckley said: "It is a farcical 
excuse. As a councillor he would 
know any facility for community 
use would need approval. No mem- 
bers were aware of this." 

Liz Hammond from BDP Log 
Cabins said it explained the struc 
ture could be used in a garden if 
conditions were met. She added: 
"The way they described things, it 
seemed they already had approval 
from the council." 


echo-news.co.uk 


They already have church 
and school facilities, 
funded by the taxpayer... 

KIM GANDY, RAYLEIGH 

How is this possible, if it’s 
“without planning permission"? 
I thought efforts were being 
made to evict these 
unauthonsed residents? 

This log cabin has been built 
with taxpayers' money on 
green belt land, without 
planning permission? Was this 
on the orders of the unelected 
regional authority, which seems 
to call the shots these days? 
Can nothing be done to stop 
these abuses? 

MARGARET STOLL. 

ROCHFORD 

How about the positive side of 
this. James Dasmger. for all his 
faults, is prepared to educate 
these kids and give them IT 
skills. I can't help thinking that 
if the kids attended school they 


would get greater educational 
opportunities, but they tend 
not to go to school, so 
educating kids on site is surely 
a step m the right direction. 
VERNON, BASILDON 

You couldn't make this up if 
you tried. Bntain is the 
laughing stock of Europe. The 
last thing we should be doing 
is giving taxpayers’ money to 
people who contribute nothing 
and ignore the law. The people 
involved in this decision should 
hang their heads in shame. 

TOM, SOUTHEND 

This is just taking the mickey. 
Have any of you in Basildon 
had letters to wnte to the East 
of England assembly telling 
them why we don't want 
another 116 legal sites? I bet 
you haven't. They want it done 
by the back door. too. Wait 
and see on a field near you. 

L HILL CRAYS HILL 





